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on the subject the simplest methods of chemical and micro-
scopical examination of urine and the latest theories con-
cerning routine treatment of the conditions found. He
has certainly reduced the analysis and examination of urine
to the simplest possible form, and he gives, perhaps, for the
busy practitioner sufficient information. But the omission
of certain methods and the details of a few highly accurate,
though perhaps complicated, processes may in some instances
lead to the loss of a factor in diagnosis. At the end of the

book is a series of excellent plates of urinary casts and

crystalline deposits.
Appeal Cases under the Sale of Food and Drugs Acts,

1875 and 1879, and the Margarine Act, 1887. By B. SCOTT
ELDER. London : Butterworth and Co., 12, Bell-yard.
1900. Pp. 90. Price 3s. net.-This book consists of a series
of excerpts from various appeal cases under the Food and
Drugs Acts, 1875 and 1879, and their selection has been
undertaken by Mr. Elder, who is the chief inspector of food
and drugs and weights and measures for the county of
Durham. Of course, some of these appeals could hardly
occur now under the new Act of 1899. The case in
which baking-powder was held to be not an article of
food is one in point, for baking-powder is now clearly
included as an article of food in the new Act. The book
will be consulted with advantage by those who are con-
cerned in the institution of proceedings against presumable
offenders.

The Food Inspector’s Handbook. By FRANCIS VACHER,
F.R.C.S. Edin., medical officer of health of Cheshire. Third
edition. Illustrated. London : The Sanitary Publishing Co.
1900. Pp. 210. Price 3s. 6d.-This is a compilation of notes
which should be very instructive to the food inspector and
help him considerably towards the efficient discharge of his
duties. An account of the food inspector’s qualifications and
obligations occurs in the first chapter, Mr. Vacher adding
the attributes which should be possessed by the model
inspector. The statutory powers are then discussed, while
the practical side of the subject is approached in Chapter III.
dealing with animals, carcasses, and butcher’s meat, &c.

We do not find any reference to a chemical means for

identifying horsefiesh. It would be interesting to know

whether the iodine test depending upon the presence of

glycogen was of any real value. Fish, fruit, vegetables, and
fowl and preserved provisions form the subject of succeeding
chapters. The final chapters deal with articles of food
which for the most part come up for inspection and testing
under the Sale of Food and Drugs Act. It appears to us that
the food inspector will find in this little book all that he
wants to know in connexion with the characteristics of
various foods.

JOURNALS AND MAGAZINES.

New Zealand Medical Journal.-This periodical, which had
for some time ceased to appear, was resuscitated in 1900.
The first number of the new series was published in

Wellington, New Zealand, in October; the second number,
which is dated in November, consists of 50 pages and con-
tains six original articles, the text of a proposed new Medical
Practitioners Registration Bill, editorial paragraphs, and a
variety of miscellaneous intelligence. In the opening
article Mr. H. A. de Lautour of Dunedin describes his
method of using the x rays for the localisation of foreign
bodies embedded in the tissues. He wraps the sensitive

plate in opaque paper and places it in a wooden box, the lid
of which is crossed on the inside by several brass wires and
on the outside is marked with lines corresponding to the
wires. The brass wires are reproduced in the radiograph
and serve to locate the exact centre. The box slides on a
horizontal graduated steel scale attached to the base of the
upright which carries the focus tube. When one radiograph

has been taken the patient crosses over to the other side of
the table and another radiograph is taken with a fresh plate.
Tracings of each are then taken on one sheet of paper,
always preserving the centre, so that double shadows of the
foreign body are shown.
The Journal of the Sanitary Institute, which has just been

issued, contains a long article by Professor A. Celli of Rome
on Researches on the Propagation of Malaria and the Pre-
cautions to be adopted in Unhealthy Districts. After de-

scribing some of the opinions of other investigators he gives
reasons for deciding that the dapple-winged gnat, known
as anopheles, is the propagating agent. He then describes
the life-history of the insect, and sets out a series of
corollaries for the hydraulic engineer, for the sanitary
engineer, and for the agriculturist, in which are detailed the
steps that can be taken to prevent the multiplication of the
anopheles and other measures against the spread of the
disease. The concluding portion of the paper gives instruc-
tions for the self-protection of labourers in malarious

places. The paper is illustrated by some of Professor Oelli’s
photographs showing methods of protecting houses and
shelters. The same journal contains papers of Dr. F.

Tidswell, medical officer of health of Sydney, New South
Wales, and Mr. S. M. Kaka, medical officer of health of

Karachi, India, on their personal experiences of the plague
in Sydney and Karachi, with descriptions of the preventive
measures adopted. Some microscopic photographs of the

plague bacilli and dissections of plague-infected rats and
guinea-pigs appear in the paper.
Mercy and Truth.-The February number contains an

illustrated description of the Church Missionary Society
Medical Mission recently established in Riley-street,
Bermondsey. 

___ _______

New Inventions.
HALL’S PATENT BATH APPLIANCE.

WE have received from Mr. T. Bernard Hall, 119, Colmore-
row, Birmingham, a description and drawings of an appliance
intended for use in asylums, infirmaries, hospitals, and
similar institutions for the purpose of easily lowering and
raising infirm, bed-ridden, and other invalids in and out of
baths without distress to the patients or difficulty to the
attendants. It can be fitted to any existing bath or supplied
with new baths complete. The special feature of the

appliance is a wooden grid or carrier on which the patient
is laid and which is of a size and shape to suit the bottom
of the bath. This grid is suspended by light galvanised
wire or other ropes which pass over pulleys fixed directly
above the bath, and are raised or lowered by turning a hand-
winch provided with a worm and wheel and made fast to the
wall in any convenient position. When a patient is to be
bathed the grid is allowed to rest on two strips of wood laid
across the bath, the patient is placed on’ it, the grid is
slightly raised by turning the winch handle to allow the
removal of the strips of wood, and the patient is then gently
lowered into the bath. If the ropes are unhooked from the
grid it may be used for carrying an invalid to bed or in con-
nexion with an ambulance. The appliance does not in the
least interfere with the ordinary use of the bath, as the grid
may at any time be raised up out of the way. The
invention is ingenious and might be useful in the houses of
private patients as well as in the public institutions whose
possible needs have been specially aimed at.

LUNACY IN BRISTOL.-At the meeting of the
Bristol Board of Guardians held on Feb. 7th it was reported
that on Jan. lst, 1901, there were 1360 lunatics chargeable
to the Bristol Union. Of this number 779 were in the Bristol
asylum, 443 were in workhouses, 43 were in other institu-
tions, and 95 were resident at their homes with relatives.
The clerk stated that there was annually a steady increase in
the figures.


